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Detention Camp;
18th February, 1943
Dear Sir Richard Tottenham,
I have not had the privilege of coming in contact with you.
For the last twenty years I have been co-secretary with the
late Shri Mahadev Desai to Garidhiji. The occasion for writing
this letter is the Press Communique dated 10th February, 1943,
that has been issued by the Government of India in connection
with Gandhiji's fast. You knew Shri Mahadev Desai personally.
If he had been alive today he would have, from his precise and
tenacious memory, sent a categorical refutation of the various*
allegations and insinuations contained in that document against
Gandhiji, which might have compelled conviction. In his
absence that duty has devolved upon me. I am a very poor
substitute for the late Shri Mahadev Desai, but I feel that I
should be failing in my duty if I did not put on record my
personal testimony, for what it may be worth, in refutation of
those charges.
I take the following from the Press Communique:
"Mr. Gandhi's own statement, before the movement was
launched, envisaged anarchy as an alternative to the existing^
order, and referred to the struggle as a fight to the finish in
the course of which he would not hesitate to run  any risk,
however great.  As much has been made of his offer to meet
the Viceroy it is necessary to point out that at a press interview
on the 14th of July last after the Working Committee resolution
was passed, Mr. Gandhi stated that there was no room left in
the proposal for withdrawal or negotiations,  there was no
question of one more chance, after all, it was an open rebellion,
which was to be as short and as swift as possible.   His last|
message was 'do or die.'"                                                        w
The obvious inference that the Government want the public
to draw from this is that Gandhiji had actually bidden good-bye
to his creed of non-violence in connection with the contemplated
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